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ApoſtolickCharity, 


TR: 


Nature and Excellence 


CONSIDER'D. 
IN A 


DISCOURSE: 
Upon Dan. 12. 3. 


Preached at St. Paul's, at the Ordination 
of ſome Proteſtant Miſſionaries to be ſent into the 
Plantations. 


To which is Prefixt, 

A General View of the Engliſh Colonies i» America, with = fo 
Religion ;, in order to ſhew what Proviſion is wanting for the Pro- 
pagation of Chriſtianity iz thoſe Parts. 

Together with Propoſals for the Promoting the ſame : And to induce 
fauch of the Clergy of this Kingdom, as are Perſons of Sobriety and 
Abilities to accept of a Miſſion. 

And to which is ſubjoin'd 


The Author's Circalar Letter lately ſent to the Clergy there. 
By Thomas Bay, D. D. 


LONDON, 


5 
Printed for William Hawes, at the Sign of the Roſe in Ladgater, 
Street, 1699. 
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TO THE 


Right Honourable 


FRANCIS, 


Lord GUILFORD, 


My Lord, 


Edjcations .are . they lea$t liable 6 uf 
: : Exception, when they are intended meer- 

 Iy for Grateful Acknowledgments, And 
f if ever ſuch are due to any, ſurely they. 
muſt be doubly ſo to one, who bas Buoy d- 
up a Deſign more dear to the Projetior thay bis Life = 
Fortune, and himſelf, from faking under the Weight and- 
Burden of i it. This ny: Lord bas been one Inſtance of Your 
Lordſhip's (hriſtian (barity and Greatneſs of | Mind, 
among ft thoſe many others which render you -ſo Great an. 
Ornament of eur Engliſh Nobility, and ſo much the 
Growing Hopes of our Nation, Ton have lookd upon 


4: 


"Hoppy News to the American Strand ; where 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


a Deſign of Raiſing Libraries in Arnerica, as the 
Building of ſo many Fortreſſes, and Batteries, from 
aphence to ſtorm the Kingdom of Darkneſs, and a laying 
up inexhauſtible Magazines of Proviſion and Armour 
to maintain the War, till it 'be quite deſtroyd ; and, like 
a true Chriſtian Hero, have put you ſelf at the Head of 
thoſe worthy Gentlenien, who have {ed themſelves in 
the Service, and who undertake, as well at their own 
Chate, as by the Contribations of gthers, "to © maintain 
and carry on the War. + | 

And now, my Lord, having not only found ſo great 
a General for our Cauſe, but ſuch Noble Supplies com- 
ing in to our Aſſiſtance ſince your Lordſhip headed it, [ 
ſhall baſten with all the Expedition poſſible, with the 


be no - 
y be in; 
73%, " 


OP4 0M , 
ok "GP" . 


our Yerbert proves a Prophet, your Name 
Sweet and Gloridus ; And where there /þ 
deavours wanting to make it ſo, which 
Power of bim, who is, 


M y L ord, 
Your Lordjhip's moſt Oblig'd, 
Moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


Tho. Bray. 
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A GENERAL VIEW 


OF THE 


English Colomes in America, 


With Reſpect to 


RELIGION: 


In order to ſhew what Proviſion is wanting for 
the Propagation of Chriſtianity in Thoſe Parts. 
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Colonies. 
New found land 


Hath $5 or 6 Engliſh Ser- 
mo bs br are 
near 5 00. Tamilic 
Ranly p02 "he 
beſides th ge 
bers of Ships and Seamen, 


who in at Filklog- 
Sealels. 


. | New-Englaud. 


—_—> 


— co 


s cole 
IfNands | 


... . at Boſton after the Church 1 Aſliſtant. 
; of England Form... | 


Pariſhes & Churches Moniſters 


| 
| 
'Well provided for the 
Propagation of Reli- 
gion in the Independent | 
Way, having 110 
Churches, together 
with an Univerſity ; as 
alſo a Fund for the| 
Propagation of the 
Faith amongſt the Na+ 
tive Indians. | 
| There is alſo : Church 


1 Miniſter. 


Libraries 


| 


1 Library. 


Colonles 


AY ' Colontes. 


II, New-Tork. 


I. Loug-Iſland 


A paplousColonybelongs 
the Governmeur 
oy ab hays in the 
| Eaſt-pare 1o Engliib- 
F- a. 


2. Albany, 

A large City, 
conſiſting - of 
400 Families, 
bordering up- 
on theHrdians, 
and belong- 
ing to the Go- 
vernment of 
New Tark. 
IV, E-/ 

Nem Jer 

_ Jerſey 


VT Pexſyluania, 


| 


SAS 


Pariſhes & Churches Miniſters| Libraries 
1 Church in the Fort. | 1 Miniſter] 1 Library. 
in theFort. 
1 Chnrch in the City. |: Miniſter 
ia the City. 
2 Dutch Churches. ' }2 Dutch 
Miniſters. 
1 French Church, [1 French | 
Miniſter. 
1 3 Churches. Wot 1 Chureb 
Miniſter, tho”: 
much defir'd 
| in theEnglrſh 
7 Part, 
o Dutch Mi- 
|  nifters in the 
Weſft-part. 
x Church in the Fort for the 
Garriſon, conſifting of 2 
Foot- Companies, and the 
Engliſh Inhabitants of the 
Town. 
1 Dutch Church. 1 Datch | 
Miniſter. 
1 French Church. 1 French 
Miniſter. 
1 Swediſh Church. 1 Swediſh 
| | Maniſter, 
" Town, eo Chick. [3 Miniſter] A Library 
[n this Province there are | 18 VET | begun, 
alſo ſeverat Towns. | 
1 Church at Philadel- 1 Miniſter, . 
b phia, having a, conſi-. x School- VG 
derable . Number _ of | Maſter. 
Church of | England 
Proteſtants. | 


Colonies, 


| Colonies. | 
VIL |Mary- Land 
vw Virginia. 
TY | 
| Noreb 
IA. kj Carolina 
X ' South 
XT.  Bermudas. 
XII. Bahama 
| [Ifands, viz." 
JT Provid e: 


| There 1s alſo a Noble 


-.. agement of Colonel 


1” near 1000 Families 


{-ther-Truitces and Go- 


Ct] 
Parifhes.& Churches 


30 Pariſhes, but meanly 
Endow'd, . the Coun- 
try being but "lately 
divided into Pariſhes, 
and the Churches- but- 
lately”. buttt, to the 
great Charge of the 
preſent OVernour 


the Country. 


50 Pariſhes, with 100 
Churches & Chapels. | 


College now Eretted, 
and Endow'd by His 


the late Queen; 
and carry'd on from: 
the firſt Foundation 
' withthegreat Charge, 
Application, and Ma- 


Nicholſon, and the 0- 
yernours thereof. 


r Churth -kitelyHuilt at 


Charles-Town, EVE 


$ Tribes or Pariſhes, where- 
ia are 9 Chyrches, and 


| = 


1 Has 80 Families with 1: 
; Church late 


Colonel — and u 


30 M ini- 


4: preſent Majeſty and |-- . 


1 Miniſter 
152g over 


I 


A 


| built, | 2 
'2.E LA | Has about 20 Families, 


Miniſters 


16 Mini- 
ſters. 


3 Miniſters 


 /Mlnifter:} 


NA; | 


|Dibraries 


16 Libra- 
ries. 


t | Library, 


3 Libraries 


Cols- 


XII. 
XIV. 


—__— — 
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| Colonies. 


3. Andros. 


Jamaica. 


Anguilla. 


St.Chriſto- 
phers. 


. | Antego. 
.| Mevs. 


Monſerrat. 


. | Barbades. 


; St Vincents. 


———— — 


Pariſhes & Churches 


Has ſeveral Families, 
1 5 Pariſh-Chorches. 


A paor [fland, having ſeveral 
Engl:fþ upon it, but not able 
of themſelves to build a 
Church, nor maigtain a Mi- 
niſter, 


6 Pariſh-Churches, 


5 Churches. 

3 Pariſh-Churches. 
3 Pariſh-Churches, 

1 4 Pariſh-Churches. 


- 


Mimiſters 


8Miniſters 


1 Miniſter. 


3Miniſters 


3Miniſters ! 
3Miniſters 


14 Mini- 
ſters. 


| 


Libraries 


2 Libraries 
begun. 


1 Library 
begun, 


1 Library 
begun. 

1 Library 
begun, 


. By what goes before it may appear, Thar ſe- 
veral of our Colonies do want Churches and 


Pariſhes, and that one half at leaſt of the Pa- 


riſhes want Miniſters. 


. By Experience, as well as the Reaſon of the 
Thing, I'm convinc'd, That 1001. laid out in 
2 LIBRARY, is what will. beſt induce a 
Learned and Sober Miniſter to go into the Ser- 


Vice 


CFx* 1] 
vice of any part of the Chnrch in the Planta- 
tions; And that the ſame 1s a neceflary Encou- 
ragement, conſidering that few Men of Fortunes, 
who are able to purchaſe Books for themſelves, 
will go into ſuch remote Parts, 


. By what goes before ic may alſo appear, Thar 
meerly the ſettling of LIBRARIES inthe 
ſeveral Pariſhes of each Province will require a 
very conſiderable Fund, Fifry Pounds worth of 
Books being the leaſt that can be ſupposd requi- 
ſite ro enable a Miniſter to diſcharge the Duries 
of his Fun&tion. Beſides that, in the Chief 
Town in each Province it would be requiſite to 
have a Library of more Univerſal Learning, for 
the Service and Encouragement of thoſe who 


ſhall launch our farther in the purſuit of Uſeful 
Knowledge, as well Natural as Divine. 


. Beſtdes LIBRARIES of Negeffary Books in 
Divinity, for the Uſe of the Clergy, it will be 
requiſite, in order to propagate Chriſtian Faith 
and Manners, to furnith the reſpe&ive Miniſters 
with ſome Numbers of Bibles, Carechifms, 
Common-Prayers, and other Pratical and De- 
votional Pieces, to diſtribute gratis, eſpecially 
in poorer Families. - 
A 2 5. It 
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5, It will be. farther. xequiſire to. have free. Schools 
erected, at leaſtwiſe one. in every County, for 

the Educationof their Children: And it would, 
in a more eſpecial manner, become the Pro- 
feſlors of ſo Excellent. a Religion, as ours, - to 
have a Proviſion made in one or two Schools 
at leaſtwiſe, in every Province, for the Inſtru- 
ion of half a dozen Indian Youth, to be ſent 
afterwards, amongſt their own People, to civilize 
and conyert them. 


Thus, in ſhort, I have endeavoured to give a 
General View of the State of the Plantations, with re- 
ſpect to Religion, ,and to hint at what is wanting to 
promote it: And from this very ſlender View how 
eaſie is it to ſee, and with what Indignation can we 
behold, how many Engliſh Colonies there: are, the 
Trade of one EP is ſometimes compured ito 
be worth 500000l. per Annum to this Nation, in 
which there is no Church, nor Preacher, nor Publick 
Worſhip, nor Sacraments adminiſtred, The Ma- 
hometan does not fo little regard his falſe Prophet. 
He no ſooner gains any new Province, bur he erects 
his Moſchs, = places the Creſcent upon the top of 
them, to intimate that his Religion ſhall increaſe, 
or it is not his fault. And the Papiſts, we, do well 
know, fpare no Coſt in ſending their Miſſions into 
| HET all 


| Lt 

all the parts'of the known World. And it is very 
worthy our Notice, that the Dutch Eaſt-India Com- 
pany do Yearly expend, and that with great Succels, 
15000. per Annum in the Eaſt-Iadies-alone, for the 
Maintaining and Propagating the Chriſtian Faith. 
And now, that ſo little ſhould be yer done, fo 
much as to preſerve in Being that Pure and Unde- 
fild Religion which we profels, even in thoſe Colo- 
nies of Engliſh Men, from whence the whole King- 
dom has been ſo much Enrich'd, as well the Gen- 
tleman, by the Advance of his Rents, as the Merchant, 
by the Increaſe of his Stores, and the Mechanic, by 
the Vending of his Manufa&ures, is truly an amaſling, 
as well as a melancholy Conſideration to ſuch as 
have any true Love to God, or the Souls of Men: 

Bur, alas! how few are there amongſt us who 
do in the leaſt refle&t upon, or at all value the 
ineſtimable Advantages which, above the reſt of 
the World, they enjoy by being Chriſtians. .-It is 
now an indifferent thing with many what Religion 
Mankind is of; 'ſo that, according to thoſe Men; 
the Son of God did in vain deſcend from Heaven 
and that grand Diſpenſation of the Goſpel; and 
that Myſtery of our Redemption, the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of which the Bleſſed Angels do with 
Admiration adore, wasto little purpoſe, and might 


haye been as well ſpar, for that- the Heathens are | 
iN 
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in as good a Condition as we. Nay, Chriſt Cru- 
cify'd is now become, as well as formerly, to ſome, 
a Stumbling-Block, to many, Fooliſhneſs, even the 
Subject o their Ridicule and Raillery. And thele 
cannot but be look'd upon as Ominous prelages of 
ſome heavy Judgments upon us ; for as an ingeni- 
ous Perſon doth ſingularly well obſerve, Whenever 
a Country loſes that Reverence that is due to Religion, 
and the Laws, we may ſafely pronounce that its Ruine is 

not very diftant. 
Aud as Contempt of Religion and the Laws is a ſure 
mark of a declinins Nation ; ſo new Colonies and 
Diſe. of the Societies of Men muſt ſoon fall to pieces, and 
hon dwindle to nothing, unleſs their Governours 
.p.255- and Magiſtrates interpoſe, to ſeaſon betimes the 
Minds of ſuch a new People with- a ſence of Religion, 


and with good and vertuous Principles. 

Theſe are Sentiments, I know, quite different 
from the Politicks of ſome Men, But thoſe who 
heartily believe God and his Providence, are firmly 
perſwaded, that the Happineſs and Well-being of 
any People does advance, or decline, in proportion 


to the Supports that are given, and the Regards that 
are paid to True Religion. 


And I muſt with Gratitude acknowledge, that 
ſome ſuch I have met with in the Proſecution of 
this Deſign, which I have engaged in for the Plan- 


tations, 


Rel 
tations, or elſe the Expence, as well as the Fateigue, 
had been wholly inſupportable. But as what has 
been hitherto done, does bur let me into the View 
of ſo much more, which is ſtill wanting to Pro- 
pagate and Maintain Chriſtianity in thoſe Parts, ſo 
after that my Expectations of a more Publick Pro- 
viſion for this great Work have fail d me, I muſt 
again renew my Applications to ſuch Pious Per- 
ſons who have a juſt Value of the Worth of their 
own, and others Souls. And if the following 
Diſcourſe upon the Nature and Excellency of this. 
kind of Charity above all others, ſhall contribute 
any thing to promote the Defign, I ſhall obtain 
an End, to accompliſh which I could be contenr 
tro ſacrifice my Life, with the Remainder of my 
ſmall Fortunes ; and thoſe worthy Perſons will 
doubtleſs find it upon their Accompt, when to be 
found a good Steward, to the Honour and Glory 
of God, of the Talents which He has given, will 
afford them thoſe ſuperlative Degrees of Joy, which 
are beyond the Imagination of us here below to - 
conceive, and which therefore the following Di/-- 
courſe does not pretend ſo much as to ſhadow. 
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PROPOSAL:S 
For the Incouragement and Promo.- 
..ting of Religion and Learning in 
. . the Forcign - Plantations .z. and:-to 
Induce ſuch of the'Clergy of this 
Kingdom, as are Perfons of Sobric- 


. ty and Abilities to accept of aMiſ.* - 
. - Gon into thoſe Parts. 


HEREAS the Propagation of the (bri- 
ſian Faith, and the Increaſe of Divine Know- 
ledge, among ſt all Jorts of Ark in Hi aq 
Foreign Plantations, are the Wiſhes, Deſires, an 
Prayers, of all Pious and Serious C iſo, and hich as 
are zealous of God's Glory, and the Salvation of Mens 
Souls, AND WHEREAS: that Bleſſed Work, 
next under God, does principally depend upon the «4bili- 
ties of the Clergy in thoſe Parts, the Exemplarineſs of 
their Lives, and their Induſtry in Teaching others ; 
a -  WHERE- 


(2 


WHEREAS ALSO the Clergy, that are already in 
the Plantations, as well as thofe who are to be ſent thi- 
ther, cannot ( Humanely ſpeaking) be {0 capable of In- 
forming themſelves, and of Inſtrufling others in the de- 
fign of Chriſtiazity, in the Nature of the (ovenant of 
Grace, in the Meaning \and Importance of the Articles 
of our moſt Holy Faith, and in the Nature and Extent 
of alt Chriſtian Duties, without the Aſſiſtance of ſome 
good Commentators upon the Holy Scriptures ; and one, 
a leaf, or more of thoſe Authors, who have beſt treated 
wpoit each, and every of thoſe Points, WHEREAS 
ALSO for the ſupply of that Want, Men of Parts 
and addifted to Study, will bardly be induced to leave 
the ExpeFtations they may have of better Encouragement 
and Improvement in their Native Country, to go to re» 
mote Parts and Climates leſs agreeable, Without ſuch 
Advantages, as will over-halance all (onſiderations in- 
clining em to ſtay at home ; and, eſpecially, not without 
4 competent Proviſion of ſuch Books, as are neceſſary 
for their Studies in thaſe Places where they are to ſerve: 

(Few of them that go over from bence, being able to fur- 

niſh themſelves with ſo many Books as, they ſhall need.) 

AND, LASTLY, WHEREAS Inſufficiency and 

Scaxdal in the Clergy of thoſe places, in all probability, 

would be moſt ſucceſsfully prevented both in this and 

future Ages, ſhould every Parochial Mmiſter in the Plan- 

tations have a ſufficient Library of well:choſen Books, 


of 


C) 
of all thoſe kinds, befart-mentioned, in "which he might 
ſpend bis time to his own Satisfoftion, and with Im- 
provement and Profit to binſelf and others. 


f TO. PROMOTE THEREFORE | Bleſſed 

; and Noble an End, 4s the Propagation of { hriſtizn 

q Knowledge in thoſe Parts ; and as well to encourage 

, thoſe who are there already employ d in the Miniſtry ; 45 

| alſo to invite over other able Mnuſters, and to furuiſh 

1 both, with. proper Means for accompliſhing ſo good 4 

G Work ; IT IS HUMBLY offered to all that are 

s bearty Well-wiſhers to the Souls of Men, and the Ho- 
e nour of their. Saviour, to conſider, and gs they, ſhall 

t | ſee ( auſe, to favaur theſe Propoſals following. 


a 1. THAT a Draught having been made of what par- 
ticular Books are judg d moſt immediately and neceſſarily 
n |} Uſeful, for a Parochial Miniſter, wherewith he may be 
| ſufficientlyenabled bath to inform himſelf, and to Inſirutt 


J | others, in all the: NeceſSary and Eſſential parts of 'Chri- 
>  flianity ; ſo manyof ſuch Libraries. be ſent for that pure 
) } poſe, one to each Pariſh in the Foreign Planta- 


12 | tions, particularly thoſe of -Mary-Land , and farther 
. «s the Fund to be raiſed ſhall enable. 


2. THAT 


6) 

'z. THAT every Parothial Library Ball\'be 4f-" 
fixed in a decent ind large "Room of the Par 
Houſe of ſuch Pariſh, there to remain 'to the ſole Uſe 
of the Minifter thereof for the time being, unto all fu- 
ture\ Generations;- and to be 4 UNALIENABLE as- 
ary other the Rights and Dues of the Church;” which are- 
Aſcertained by Law: | 


3-'THAT in Order tothe Preſervation” of every- 
fach Library to ſucceeding” Ages without loſs (as fax as: 
can be Humanely provided- in any thing of that kind) 
there be made an exa#t ( atalogue of 'the Books belonging 
to'the Library of 'each Pariſh ; and'that- every ſuch Ca- 
talogue be fairly written in four" Books of Pellum pro-. 
vided for that purpoſe : The firſt whereof to be left with 
the Lord: Biſhop of London for the time being ; a+ ſe- 
cond with bis Commiſſary, or ſome chief Clergy 
Mr every of thoſe Plantations "Where ſuch Libraries are 
provided ;, and a third to remain in the reſpeftive Libra-: 
ries themſelves ; and a fourth to-be depoſited-in the Ve- - 
try of each of the ſaid Pariſhes. 


4. THAT the -COMMISSARY'-be- obliged, 
at leaſt once in three Vears,. Perſonally. to make+aParon 
chial Viſitation 3 And then, beſides the Charge of his 
Daty in other reſpetts, that it be incumbent alſo upon 
him, particalarly to Inſpef+ the Parochial Libraries, 


() 
and to ſee that none of the Books be imbezelld or loſt : 
And. that\ the Church-Wardens of each Pariſh be alſo 
obliged, every Tear, .. before the Viſitation, to inform 
themſelves in what (ondition the ſaid Books are, and to 
Preſent accordingſy.at the//iſitation. © 


5.. THAT for further Security. to preſerve thers 
from Loſs-and Imbezglment, and that thry may be known 
where-ever they are found ;. in every . Book, on the one 
fade of the Cover,, (hall. be Letterd theſe Words, SUB 
AUSPICIIS WILLIELMI HI. on the other {ade 
the Name of the Pariſh to which theſe Books do belong : 

EX GR. E: BIBLIO THECA ANNOPOLITA- . 
NA :, E. BIBLIOTHECA BOSTONIANA. 


6. THAT. the Miniſter of each Pariſh, bis 
Heirs and Adminiſtrators, may be obliged, by Virtue of 
an AF of Aſſembly provided and made for that purpoſe, 
to make good what Books ſhall be imbezglled or loſt by | 
bis Fault. 


MEANS: 


S 


MEAN S. of obtaining ſuch Paro. 
K chial | Librartes. 


l. Hat Application be:made to the Nobility, Cler-- 
Fo Ly, and Gentry, for their ( haritable (on- 
tributions to ſo Prowus a Work ; and eſpecially that the 
Merchants and Traders to the Foreign Plantations be 
earneſtly call'd upon, as Perſons prapcipaſly concern'd, 
to encourage this Deſign : It bemg moſt reaſonable to 
expeft, that in Gratitude to God, and the Inhabitants 
of thoſe Plantations, the more plemtifully they have 
reaped of their Temporal T hings, the more li- 
berally they ſhould ſow to them in Spiricual 
Things. 

2.; That Application be alſo made to ſuch learned 
Authors as are now living, that they would beſtow ſome 
of their own Books, which ſhall be judged wſeful to the 
Purpoſes aforeſaid. | 

3. That, for the general Satisfaftion of thoſe who 
have advanced either in Books or Money to ſo pious 4 
Deſign, a full Account ſhall be publiſhed what Books 
bave been given, What Summs have been obtained, and 
how the ſame have been laid out to the deſigned Ends. 

Laftly, In Gratitude to the Benefaftors towards this 
Pious Deſign, all thoſe, Whether they be Publick Socie- 
ties, Companies, or Private Perſons, who jhall Contri- 

| bute 
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bute any thing thereunto, ſhall bave their Names and' 


- reſpe live Summs ; And the Authors ſhall bave the Nume 
hg of Books given by them, tranſmitted to Poſterity, by 
being Reviſhed in-a Book kept for that purſe in each 

- of the Libraries. ' 

” 

'e We look upon this Defign; as what wilt very 

c much tend. to- Propagate Chriſtian Knows 

1 ledge in the Indies, being it will, in all likeli- 

W115 hood, invite fone of the- more ' ftudious and 

ts virtuous Perſons out of the Univerhicies, to: 

e undertake the Miniftry in thoſe: Parts, and 

i-4 will be a means of rend'ring them uſeful 'when: . 

it they are there : And: 'therefore as we ours 

felves have comribured- chearfully towards. 

d Promoting of theſe Parochial Libraries, fo we. 

'e hope that many Pious Perſons will be found, 

» who, out of Love to'Religion and: Learning, 

will alſo contribute thereunto. 

0 Tho..Cantuar. | Hen. Lond. Nar. Dublin. 

1 Jo. Ebor.. Nat. Dunelm. Caſhall. 

ks W.Cov.& Litchfield. Ofts 

id Tho, Carlifte. 

Gi1b. —_— 

' FHlumph 

is Eaw. + Inar An 

e- Sy. Elienſss. 

Þ Gitb. Hereford. 

te To. Norwich. 

Eadw. Glouceſter. 


Jo. Chiceſter. 
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Yy- che. pl oing View, . it may. _—_ ape 
- pear, what, Proviſion, is wanting -in 
Plantations ro promote 'Chriſtignity, ; and by. the 
Propoſals is f gnify'd one of the moſt effeual 
Methodto provide forcit, by 'means of a Rudi- 
Os, COT and ſober Clergy: And it ispre- 
ſwa'd,'rhat many may;more, willingly become 
'Adiftancs tothe. Deſign, when abey ſhall ynder- 
Kang: what-is already done towards; the-Bromo- 
ting of;it-| And; what farther Meaſures are now 
taken 10 accompliſh and perfeRic..; , 
-u:Aso the firſt; chen,!. by, the, Renefations. of 
Sis Perſons of  all;,Qrders,aad, Ranks, there 
afe T wo thouſand four hundred Pounds —— 
of Rooks | ſent: into. the, Plantations, ,whegeby 
Thizzy- -Librazies;hayebeen already Advanc'd 
and ſome of them.to. »conliderable.PerfiiRtion, 
(one Decad of which will be ſpeedly Printed) 
And a Foundation is alſo laid by lome fewBooks, 
of 70 Libraries;more, Which it is hop d will alſo 
grow up, now that lo many . Preſidents are gi- 
ven, and ſuch wortfiy Gentlemen have been fo 
| kind torakecheir Share in folicicing thar Aﬀair, 
when | {hgll be gone. 


And 
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VP, 
' And theſe are the Meaſures by which alone 1 
can hope to havea Deſigno full of trouble, and 
of:ſuch great Charge, to be ever Accompliſh's. 
As for my own part,l have labourdin it full four: 
Years my (elf. And if any thing worth'ſo-much” 
Fatiegue.and Expence has been done in it, Iam 
to thank God | did not foreſee the half of that 
Fariegue and Expence which would attend ic;;/ 
for if I had, I much doubt whether I ſhould. 
have had the Courage ever to undertake it; : But: 
now that ſo many Perſons both of Figure and 
Character are found, who will putto their Shoul- 
ders, I ſhall not doubt, under God, of that ſuc- 
ceſs which will compenſate for the undue Re- 
fleftions which I have ſufferd for not going 
ſooner, ( and that moſtly from thoſe who did 
leaſt forward the Deſign for which I go art all) 
when my ſtay was ſolely to that End, that af- 
ter having lefe no Stone unturad to provide 0» 
ther ways and means, I might find out ſuch 
Perſons as are both able,and willing to carry on 
what is yet but begun. 

And now theſe being the Gentlemen te 
whom I owe ſo much, it is not to be wonderd, 
that 1 ſhould pay the greateſt deference to their 
Commands ; and therefore fince they think it 
may be a great Encouragement to many, te 
b favour 


() 

favour the-Defign, when they ſhall underſtand 
how gratefully and honourably ic has been ac- 
knowledg'd, even by che General Allemblies 
of che: Provinces abroad,to whoſe uſe rhele Libra- 
ries have'been ſent, I could nor diſpuce a Compli- 
ance with their Deſires, chat . I would Print che 
Letters\of Thanks which 1 receiv'd:from the 
Governour, Council, and Aﬀembly of Mary» 
Land, is alſo-from Carolina, upon thar ac- 
couitit ; and. they are as follows. 


Port 


Ore 


() 
Port Annopolis in» Mary-Land, 
| June the 11th. 1697: | 


Reverend Sir, 

E Return you our humble Thanks for 'the Libra» 

ries we underſtand you are taking Care to Collett 
for us, which we are ſenſible will be the beſt Inducement to + 
Pious and Sober Mmiſters to come, and live amongit us : 
And will be the Cauſe of ſuch Education to be given, both 
to our own People, and Native Tridians , as will beſt pro- 
mote the Intereſt of Religion , and Morality tn this Pro- 
VINce, . 

We hope our profent Incapacity of making ſuch Grateful 
Returns as we ought for ſo great Favours, will be no Hin 
derarce, or Impediment, to your good Reſolutions of coming 
tous. And, when God enables us, we ſhall not fail to ex- 
preſs our Gratitude, to the beſt of our Ability, We have 
n0t- any Thing at preſent to aſſure you of , other than the 
Commiſſary”s Office ; which, in Concurrence with his Excel.- 
lency, our Governour , we have deſir'd and prayd may. be 
Appropriated to you. . But are not without — that in a 
ſmall time ſome favourable Opportunity will offer it ſelf, 
whereby we may farther teſtify our Value of your great Merit. 


S I R, 
Tour oblig*d humble Servants, 


Thomas Laurence, Secretary, in behalf of . 
His Majeſty's Council, 


Kene[m Cheſeldyn, Speaker , in Behalf of. 
the Houſe of Delegates 


For the Reverend Dr, Bray, at 
the Lord Almoner*s Loagings, 


Whuitehal. 


Cc) 


Charles.Town in South Carolina 
November the 25th, 1698. 


Reverend Sir. 


w E efteems our ſelves ſo much oblig*d to you for the kind 
and generous Preſent of ſo conſiderable a part of our 
Publick Library, that we thought we could not ay our 


ſenſe of your Favours ſo properly any other way, as by thus 
returning you our hearty, and united Thanks, as we are the 


Gencral d4ſfemblp for /his Province of Carolina. Sir, we 
hope it will be of Gezeral Good tons, as we are well aſſured it 
was your deſign it'ſhould ; and we cannot but now think'it our 
Duty, to make it our Endeavoursto Encourage Religion and 
Learnins amongſt us, according to the beſt of our Ability, 
feeing that your ſelf (though a Stranger”) have been ſo kind 
and oenerons, as to ſet the firſt ſtep towards the promotion cf 
fo Good and Neceſſary a Work. 


Reverend Sir, 
Your moſt Humble and Oblig'd 
| Servants, 
In bchalf of the Council, 
Toleph Blake, Governour, 


In behalf .of the Commons. 
Jonathan Awozy, Speaker. 


To the Reverend Dr. Thomas Bray, 
at my Lord Almoners Loapines, 
it White-hhall. 
London. 
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DAN." XI 3. 
They that be wiſe. fball ſhine as the 


brightneſs of the Firmament,' and they 
that turn many to Rights, as 


the Stars for ever and ever 


HIS, and the two preceding Verſes are 

a Prophecy of the future State of the 

Church, at the +wo' great Advents of 

our Saviour-ro it. "In the firſt Verle-is forerold; 

you dreadful -Diſtreſſes and Difficulties it ſhould 

pple with.” In the ſecond and third, are de- 

ix; "what -inex preſſible Rewards will Crown 

the! Labouts bf Che: Faithfut Servants, efpects 

ally of ithoſe> who Haves 'beetr Inſtrirriental - irt 
the: Inftru&tion: and! Converſion of Mankind. 
They that be wiſe, or- Teachers, or Inſtructers, as 
lorne render r,: ſhall: The - ras tht, '&E. In m 

Enlargement upon whieh'Words: T ſhall do thele 
four things. 


B Firſt, 


[2] 

Firſt, I will ſhew you what is meant by turning 
many to Rn 

Secondly o they are that have, whoſe Duty 
yet it 18, and who may ſtill be ſaid to turn many to 
Righteouſneſs. 

Thirdly, That it #ill be foutid one Day the 
higheſt pitch of Wiſdom to have been Inſtrumental in 
this bleſſed Work, Becaule, 

« Foughly,1,cnd. Latly; Sub" ſhall whe, the moſ 
grioufy ewarded.. It 1s they that . ſhall ſhine as 
the brig i) of the Firmament, and as the Stars for 


ever and ever. 


. And, Firft, 1 will ſkew what is meant by thre 
ing many to Righteouſneſs, Now Righteouſneſs, in 
the ſtriteft lenge of the Word, Aves denote on- 
ly :, one.' Vertue /ampngſh the whole Train of 
Chriſtian Graces, ;( namely31 Juſtice! and Equity 
berwixt Man and Man.' But -in its more com- 
prehenſive Acdeptation, ('and- ſoit is generally 
to. be, underſtood, throughout che Scriptures ) 18 
does. impert fe: lels than the whole of. rhas Rite 
ligion, which will render; us. accepted by God; 
and in which, if we be found, when we come-to 
die, God will paſs.,a favourable ;Scnitace upon 
us- 4t the Day of Judymnent. W300 130019] 11011 


And 


And ſuch a Righteouſneſs, as it is now fixe; 
ind *fRtated *under the: Goſpel; conſiſts in this; 


24 

that in the firſt place we Renounce the Devil and 
J all his Works, that is, abandon the Service of thar 
& Arch-Rebel the Devil, and deteſt and forſake 

all his Works of Sin. He having himſelf moſt 
he ungrarefully Revolced from God, has not only 
_ carry d whole Legions of fallen Angels into a 

caſed Rebellion againſt their Creator, bur has 
all > drawh off rhe far greateſt part of Mankind ir- 
* to the ſame wicke? Apoſtacy with himſelf ; in- 


or ſomuch, that divide the whole Earth into thirty 
Parts, it is computed by skilful Geggraphers, 
that nineteen of it are Inhabued by Idolaters, 
that is, Men ignoxant of the. true God, and in 
" : effect worſhippers of Devils : Not to ſay what 
_ | Idolatrous, and, other deſtruQive Hereſies he has 

brought 'into- Chriſtendom - ix ſelf, and, even 'in 
of 4 thoſe Churches of Chrift where God ' is beſt 
n- *'- *Enown, the Chriſtian Faith the beſt underſtood, 


"ts 
+ 3; 


ly and Chriftianiry profels'd in irs greateſt Purity. 
Ar It is a ſorrowful Conſideration, how entich'\ſ 
01 Works' of the Devil, Magick, Sorcery, Lying, 
d; Perjury, Uncleanneſs, Murder, Rapine, and Vi- 
IS olence, and indeed, all manner of Wickedneſs, 
ay are confidently and openly committed and a- 
m1 vowd. 'And now a' moſt conſiderable” part'of 


B, 2 that 


that Righteouſneſs we; are here upon! confifts in 
this, That we abandon the, wicked Party of Sa- 
tan's Adherents, eirher Foreign or DNomeftick-; 
and that being liſted in the Service of the. true 
God, Father, Son; and Holy Ghoſt, we. give.up 
our ſelves to. his, Government: and: Qbedience. 
And this is that ſo material . a ,part of. Righte- 
ouſneſs, call'd Refentance from dead Warks, Heb: vi. 1. 
 Aſecond part of this Righteouſneſs is:Faith, thar 
is, the Knowledge and Belief of Godin his Nature 
and Attributes, and a firm practical Belief of Chriſt 
the only Begotten Son of God, as: the great Mediatar 
betwixt God and Man, who, to that End, ha- 
ving took upon. him our Nature, was Inveſted 
with the threefold. Office of a Prophet, to Inſtruc 
us in the way, to be Reconciled to God; of a 
Prieſt, to ſatishe his Juſtice for all' our paſt Of- 
fences; and. of a. King, to CanduRt, and Goyern 
ns and: finally, to. Reward us for all our Ser- 
vices: Thw-alfo is Life, eternal, or another part 
of- that Righteouſneſs for which we ſhall be Re- 
 warded with Life Eternal, 'Thw4 #0, know thee the 

enly true Gad,, and Teſus.Chriſt, whom thou. haſt ſent, 
John xvii. 3.. 

A third, is, to Obey God's Holy Will and Com- 
mandments, and. to walk, in the ſame; all the Days of 
our. Life, that is, having abandond. the Sery "* 
| OL. 
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of Satan, and yielded our ſelves up to the Faith! 
of Chrift, the Completion of out Righteouſneſs 
will be this,. co live the remaining part of our, 
Lives to.the Honour of God, by paying him a, 
faichful Obedience: to all his moſt Juſt and: 
Righteous Commands. And Bleſſed are they who- 
do bis Commandments, for they only ſhall have right, 
to the Tree of Life, Rev. xxii. 14. Thus, in 
ſhort, you- ſce' the ſtate of that Righteouſneſs, 
upon the account of, which we ſhall be juſtt. 
ty'd and favd.. | 

And now it will be eafie to underſtand, what 
it is to Trurn many to Righteouſneſs. And in; the, 
higheſt and moſt exalted ſence of the Phraſe, it 
is. to Reduce whole Proyinces under the Obedi- 
ence of God. It is to reſcue that unhappy part 
of Mankind, which have for ſo many Ages paſt; 
labour'd under the "Tyranny of, Satan.;. it; 18 ta 
reduce- them to the juſt and happy Government 
of their rightful Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt. 
It. is to Inſtruct thoſe Dark Corners of the Earth, 
in which the Light, 'of :the Goſpel .has. not: yet 
ſhone, or. bur very dimly :. It 1s ro enlighten 
them with a. full and bright Knowledge of their 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. And it is 
laſtly, to. xender them obſequious Servants to. a 
juſt and holy God, who/e Service is, perfe& freedom,; 
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Iris, 1-fay,-to diveſt them 'of that Inhumanity, 
Savagenels, 'and”' Brutaliry , whereby they are 
Beaſts of Prey to' each other, and to ſtarfip nup- 
on their Souls that lovely Image of God, con- 
ſiting in Knowledge, Faith, Love, and Puriry, 
whereby they will become Angels, nay, God's, 
one to another. This is to Turn many to Righ- 
teouſneſs, in the higheſt Sence of the Phraſe : 
But in a Lower, yet a very Noble Sence, it is 
to be any ways / Inſtrumental in the Inftrudtion. 
and Converſion of any Conliderable number of 
Souls in any part of the World, as well within 
the Chriſtian Pale as elewhere': Within the Chri- 
ſtian Pale, I fay, where, God knows, there is 
Rill'thatIghorance, Profanenefs, and Immorality, 
which loudly call for more Labonrers into the Vine- 
yard, to carry -on to Perfe&tion the Informarion 
and Converſion ' of 'Chriſtians. And in' both 
thee Senſes | 


Secondly, Who they are who' have heretofore, 
whoſe Duty yet it is, nd who may ftill be ſaid to 
Turn many to Righteouſteſs, 'is the ſecond thing 1 
propos d to ſhew you. And: here we are to 
conſider, that as the Apoſtacy of Mankind from 
God began foon after the Creation, fo God had 
his Miniſters from: the very beginning conreſtmg 


with 


[7] 
with the Powers of Darkneſs, and wick all pof- 
ſible Application reſcuing Mankind our of the 
Snares a Devil, as Abel, Seth, Enos, and Noah 
before the Flood ; which laſt, for his eminent 
and painful, tho' unfucceſsful Services in this 
great Work, was call d the Preacher of Righteouſ- 
neſs, 2 Pet. ii. 5. 

Nor did either the Occaſion for the like 
Preachers of Righteouſneſs ceaſe, even after the 
dreadful Deſtruction by ' an univerfal Deluge ; 
nor was God afterwards wanting to- his own 
Honour, or the Good of Mankind, in ſending 
his Prophers and Prieſts to be Preachers of Righ- 
teouſneſs to a wicked World. | 

Ic was but very few Centuries after the Flood, 
that the whole Earth. was again Revolted from 
God, and overfpread with Wickedneſs ; and it 
was not withouc a conſtant Succeſſion of Prieſts 
and Prophets, as well as of Mercies and De- 
ſteuctions, that the Divine Providence did fe- 
ture one only Nation, the Jews, in their Alle- 
giance to him. And yet even theſe his peculiar 
People, This Holy Nation, in proceſs of Time, had ſo 
corupred themſelves, that their very Righteouſneſs 
was 44. filthy Rags, Iſai. Ixiv. 6, And both their 
Principles and Morals were fo far debasd, and 
the moſt demure and preciſe amongft them, the 
Wo. Scribes 


[8] 


Scribes ahd Phariſees ſo defe&ive in both, that 
our Saviour told his Diſciples, 'Except their Righ- 
teouſneſs : ſhould exceed the Righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, they ſhould m_-n0 wiſe ' enter 
into the Kingdom of 'Heaven, Matt. v. 20. 

And now when the Defe&tion of Mankind 
from God was become ſo Univerſal, that it was 
time - for : him, either utterly co root out from 
the face of the Earth, all the Inhabitants of it, 
or he had no other way. but by ſome Miracle 
of Mercy to Reform it.; Then did the Divine 
Goodneſs, which atways enclines him :to the 
moſt Merciful part, 'chooſe to ſend an Amibaſ- 
ſador Extraordinary to propoſe Terms of Re- 
conciliation, and to invite Mankind home to 
God. And accordingly , God, who at ſundry 
Times, .and in divers Manners, ſpake in time paſt 
amto the Fathers by the Prophets, did in theſe laſt 
Days, {or in the laſt great Age of the World ) 
ſpeak, unto.u5 by his Son, whom he appommted Heir 
.of all - things , by whom alſo he made the World, 
Heb. 1. l, 2. 11 | 

And here, how without Wonder and Afﬀo- 
niſhment, can we. behold, with . what pro» 
digious Zeal, Application,' and .Induftry -the 
Bleſſed -Jeſus- ſer upon: the great Work of.: Re- 
forming Mankind, It - was his Meat and Drink 
to 
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to do the Will of him that ſent him, and accordingly 
he continually went about doing Good, both to the 
Bodies and Souls of Men. To their Bodies, 
by Healing them of all thoſe manifold and 
mighty Diſtempers that had then invaded them : 
To their Souls, by Curing them of thoſe moſt 
fatal Maladies of all, their Sins; to rid them of 
which, was ſo much the main and principal De- 
ſign of his coming into the World, that from 
hence he was denominated a Saviour to it; 
And they ſhall -call his Name Jefus, for he ſhall heal 
his People from their Sins. But the Original cauſe 
of all their Miſeries, -both Bodily and Spiritu- 
al, proceeding from the miſchievous Enmity 
of Satan, he Ja with the utmoſt diligence pur- 
ſue that Rebel, driving him out 'of the Bodies 
and Souls of Men; both which he had fo uni- 
yerſally Uſurp'd, and did ar that time ſo cruelly 
Tyrannize over. 

And that he might at length be utterly diſ- 
poſleſs'd of all his Dominion, and that no 
Corner of the Earth might be left him to exer- 
ciſe his Tyranny upon, when the Bleſſed Jeſus 
was leaving the World himſelf, in purſuance of 
that Power which was given unto him in Heaven, 
and-on Earth, he Commiſſion d his Apoſtles to 
proſecute the glorious Conqueſt over the Devil, 

C and 


[10] 
and' all his Works, which he had begun, com- 
manding them to go, and diſciple all Nations, 
Baptizmms them in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Floly Ghoſt, and 
Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever be had 
commanded them, promiſmg to be with them always, 
even unto the end of. the World, Matt. xxvili. 18, 
19, 20, And fo faithful were they in the Ex- 
ecution of their Truſt, that they ſoon diſpers'd 
themſelves into. the utmoſt parts of the Univerſe, 
ſo that not an Age had paſt, till their Sound went 
ito all the Earth, and their Words unto the Ends of 
the World, Rom. x. 18. And thus you ſee who 
they are that have heretofore Tirnd many to 
Rightorgfn 

But who thoſe are, whoſe Duty yet it is, and 
who may ſtill be ſaid to do the ſame, remains to be 
conſider d, and may God enable us to find them 
Out. 

And, Firſt, This is a Work incumbent upon 
every Chriſtian Church and Nation ; but ought 
to be the Concern and Care 'of none more than 
ours, and can never be more ſeaſonably ſer 
upon than at ſuch a jun&ture as this. I fay, to 
conſider, and afliſt in the. beſt Methods of Turning 
many to. Righteouſneſs, ought to; be the Care and 
Concern of-every Chriſtian Church and Nation 5 
an 
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and this out of a grateful Return for that Bleſſed 
Light of the Goſpel which has ſhone amongſt 
them, by which Chriſtians are, or may be, (if 
they ſuffer themſelves ro be regulated by the 
Rules of Chriſtianity, which fo dire&ly tend to 
render both private Perſons and publick Socie- 
ties happy) by which Chriſtians may be, I ſay, 
ſo much diſtinguiſhd from the deplorable State 
of thoſe Barbarous and Savage Nations, where 
Ignorance of the True God and Religion over- 
ſpreads their Country. Nothing more natu- 
rally diffuſes its felf than Light, and how pro- 
digiouſly ungrateful would it be for a People 
themſelves enlighten'd, not to ſpread that to all 
Mankind which was given them ro ſhew others, 
as well as themſelves, the Way to God, and their 
Happinels 
But eſpecially this is a Care and Concern 
incumbent upon ſuch a Church and Nation as 
ours. A Church ſo pure in its Do&trine, and 
ſo Heavenly in its Worſhip, as in that reſpect 
is the fitteſt in the World to be the Model to 
the New Acquiſitions which ſhall be gain'd to 
the Church of Chriſt. Bur, alas, that it ſhould 
be ever ſaid, that another Church, whoſe Reli- 
jon is ſo fadly corrupted by Paganiſh Super- 
Ricions, ſhould yet be ten thouſand times more 
| C 2 Zealous 


[12] 
Zeatous, in. Baniſhing Infidelity and Paganiſm 
out of the World than ours is ! 

And itis a. Work in Gratitude due. from ſuch 
a Nation as this: A Nation ſo enrich d by the 
Commerce and Commodities. of ſo many Bars 
barous and Pagan Countries. Surely, ſmce we 
have in ſo plentiful a manner been made partakers of 
their Carnal T hings, it #s our Duty W4 to. Mims 
ſter to thew m Spiritual things. 

And ſuch a Work ſurely can never be more 
Seaſonakly promated by any Church or Nation, 
than at ſuch a juncture as this, What has made 
up ſo great a part of our Deyotions,, for ſome 
Years paſt, as our Thankſgivings for. the little 
leſs than Miraculous Deliverances we have re- 
ceivd, in the Preſervation of our Religion and 
Liberties ? 

And when had this our Preſervation ſo glorious 
a Completion, as at this time? and ſo ſolemn an 
Acknowledgment paid to Heaven for it, as lately 
in this Place?. But what fulſome Hypocrifie would 
it be to thank God with. ſuch ſeeming Devotion, 
for the Preſervation. of a Religion we do not in 
the leaſt Value? or, How can we be. thought to 
Value it ar all, if when it is. in our Power to ex- 
tend the Chriſtian Pale, ſo far as we, may, and 
to. the bringing into it ſo many Thouſand Souls, 

over 
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over whom we have an abſolute Dominion, 
ſhould we yet take no Care about it ? 

Secondy, Thoſe whoſe Duty it is in a more 
peculiar Manner than others, to Tarn many to 
Righteouſneſs, are the Miniſters of Religion, I ſay, 
in a more peculiar Manner than others; for we are 
not only ordained and ſeparated for this Work, 
bur che Inſtrufting, Inlightning, and Informing of 
the World, which is the Foundation of all Righ- 
teouſneſs, is peculiarly the Paſtors Province. 
I do call the Inſtilling of Divine Knowledge into 
the Minds of Men, the Foundation of all Religion: 
For why ? Knowledge of the true Nature of 
God, and of all the parts of that Religion which 
is. to be paid him, is a neceſlary Guide and Di- 
rector to all Virtuous and Religious Practice, it 
being the. ſame thing to-the Soul, as the Eye is 
to.the Body. Nor is Divine Knowledge ne- 
cellary ro Mens living, Vertuouſly, only as it is 
a Guide and Director to us ſo to live, but ir is 
requiſite alſo, as it is. the Principle and Reaſon 
whereon all virtuous and worthy Deeds. are to. be 
founded ; inſomuch, that a thing which is others 
wiſe well done, if it be not done knowingly, bur 
ignorantly, will not be imputed by God, nor - 
Man, as a vertuous and laudable Action. Nay, 
the chicteſt of all Divine Graces, if ir be not ated 
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out 'of -a through Knowledge of the Nature of 
God, and of true Religion, will- &en become, for 
want thereof, the Blackeſt of all Sins : as Zeal, 
when not guided by Knowledge, will cafily be 
tranſported to Cruelty and Murther. What ſhall 
[ ay? :'The want of chroughly underſtanding 
the true Nature of God, and the Nature and 
Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion, is the only 
Caule of -all that Superſtition which is in the 
World; of Superſtition I fay, than which there 
is not a more grievous Malady that can poſſibly 
infe&t the Souls of Men, ſo as to render them 
more troubleſome to themſelves, more miſchie- 
vous to the publick Good and Welfare of the 
Church, and to a&t more diſhonourably and pro- 
voking to God. In ſhort, it is Ignorance which 
is the Natural Parent of that Atheiſm and In- 
fidelity ſo rife amongſt Men; and indeed, not 
only of thar, but of all other Vices and Wick- 
-edneſles whatſoever. 

And now it is the great Duty of the Mini- 
ſters' of Religion, to remove from the Minds of 
Men that Ignorance of Divine things, which is 
the cauſe of all their Milſcarriages, and to infſtil] 
into them thoſe -Do&trines and Religious Prin- 
ciples which are the Fountain of all their farther 


Righteouſneſs. This we- are to attend upon, 
| by 


I; 
by Catechizing, and Preaching, and Conference, and' 
whatever Methods can be thought moſt ſiicceſs- 
ful and effectual in the Inſtruction of Mankind ; 
and thoſe who ſhall beſt inſtru&t their People, 
ſhall moſt effectually Turn many to Righteouſneſs : 
And therefore, 

Thirdly, Thoſe Perſons will be reputed to 
have no ſmall ſhare in this Bleſſed Work, 
who have put the Miniſters of God in a Ca- 
pacity of lo Inſtructing his People, by making 
a Proviſfion for the Acquiſition, Maintenance, 
and Propagation of Chriſtian Knowledge. Such - 
are thole who have been the Founders of 
Churches, Schools, Colleges, and Libraries. And 
not here to ſpeak of the Excellency of ſuch Cha- 
rities, which directly tending to the Everlaſting 
Happineſs of the Souls of Men, mult be as far 
beyond what terminate only on this Mortal 
Life, as the Soul is more Excellent than the Bo- 
dy; and as an Eternal is to be preferred to a 
Temporal Felicity: Bur not to infift on this: 
The Advantage of being thus Inftrumencal in 
Turning many to Righteoulnels lies here, "That 
it is not only in the preſent Generation, that ſuch 
are thus ſerviceable to the Souls of Men, but in 
all Ages to. comt, and when they ſhall be loag 


dead, they will yet ſpeak, and fo ſpeak as to have 
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a Share in all the Converſions, which ſhall be 
made by Vertue, and through the Aſſiſtance of 
that Stock which they have laid up for the Pro- 
moting of Religion and Learning, 

And eſpecially, the Erefting of Libraries of 
neceſſary and uſeful Books in Divinity, is of all 
others a neceſſary Proviſion for the Propagation 
of Chriſtian Knowledge. For why ? The Prieſts 
Lips ſhould preſerve Knowledge, becauſe the People 
are to ſeek the Law at his Mouth, Mal. ii. 7. And 
the Meaſures of Knowledge a Miniſter is to be 
Maſter of, muſt be neceſlarily ſuch as ſhall en- 
able him to give his People an entire View of 
the whole Scheme of Chriſtian Do&rine in thar 
Connexion, wherein one part of it depends upon 
another, and for want of which, -the Generality of 
Chriſtians are ſo ignorant of the true Nature and 
Deſign of Chriſtianiry. Farther, a Paſtor -mwft 
throughly underſtand the Nature, Terms, and 
Conditions of the Covenant -of Grace, and the 
Nature of :Chriſt's Mediation, through which it 
was obtaind. More particulary 'yer, he muſt 
be able .clearly to explain, and fully ro prove 
each -Article of his Chriſtian Faith, many of 
which not being obvious to 'our Natural Rea- 
ſon, but capable of Proof -only from the Scrip- 
tures, he muſt be well versd in the Language, 
and 
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and Manner of Speaking of the Holy Pen-Men, 
before they can be ſo explain'd and prov'd. 
And he muſt be able to ſtate exa&tly- the Nature 
and Extent of Chriſtian Duties, which Know- 
ledge depending upon a right Underſtanding of 
the Nature, and difterent Obligations of all thoſe 
many ſorts of Laws, Natural, Divine, and Hu- 
mane, which regulate and dire& our Duties. 
This is a part of Knowledge as extenſive as it is 
neceſſary. 

All which Premiſes being duly conhider'd, and 
withall, that we cannot now work Miracles, 
and that Trſpiration is no part of our Talent; 
but that we'are left to the Ordinary means ot 
Converting the World ; namely, the Common 
Meaſures of God's Holy Spirit accompanying 
our hard Srudy : Ir muſt therefore clearly follow, 
that thoſe Perlons will be reputed to have no 
{ſmall ſhare in this Bleſſed Work, who ſhall lay 
{uch a Foundation of Chriſtian Knowledge, as 
without which, Humanely ſpeaking, it 1s not 
poſſible the Paſtors of Chriſts Church ſhould 
teed their Flock with neceflary Inſtruction. 


Thirdly, And now I am to ſhew you, That 
it will be found one day the: bigheſt pitch of Wiſdom 
to haye þeen Inflrumental im this Bleſſed Work, of 
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Turning many to Righteouſneſs. It is the part of 
Wiſdom to -" to it Fg a Good End. and 
then to purſue it by due and proper Means. 
And proportionably, as the End is more or leſs 
excellent, and the Means more or lefs adapted 
to carry it on; in the ſame degree is a Man's 
Wiſdom to be judg'd greater or leſs with rela- 
tion to it. Now here the End is incomparably 
excellent, beyond any other that can be namd. 
For why? to Turn many to Righteouſneſs is, in 
effect, to conſult, and that in the higheſt Man=-. 
ner, the Honour and Glory of God and the 
greateſt Good and Happinels of Mankind, than 
which nothing can be thought of more Excel- 
lent. Toa Tirn many to Righteouſneſs, you have 
alſo ſeen, is to difpoſſeſs Satan of an unrighteous. 
Uſurpation he has made upon God's Dominion 
over his own Creatures, and it is to reduce them 
under the Government of their Rightful Lord 
and Maſter. And can any thing be more glo- 
rious than ſuch an Achievement? And-it is fo 
to re&ifie the corrupt and finful Nature of Men, 
and to bring them under the Direction of ſuch 
Laws, =p can make them happy: And 
what is it to be a Benefactor, if this be nor ? 
Nor can any Means be more worthy and 
grear, and beter fcred to the Purpoles Props 
than 
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than thoſe we have conſiderd. For let the 
whole Nation, let the Clergy, and ſuch as have 
Wealth and Subſtance, ſer ad about it, and 
the Work is done. 

This, in ſhort, is to be wiſe to Salvation, and 
alas! what is the Wiſdom of this World in com- 
pariſon with this? What an Ideot is David's 
Fool, who when he might make to himſelf Friends 
in Heaven of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, heaps 
up to himſelf Riches, not knowing who ſhall gather 
them? And who is wholly lolicitous to find 
out ſome one, from whom he might call his Lands 
after his own Name, ( fondly thinking, that by 
this means his Honſes ſhall continue for ever, and 
his Dwelling-Places to all Generations). When 
by ſuch Charities to the Souls of Men, as have 
been mentioned, he might provide that his Name 
be written m the Book of Life. Which brings 
me to the laſt thing propos d.; and fhews, chat 
to Turn many to Righteouſneſs is the higheſt Wil- 
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Fourthly, Such will be the moſt Glorionſly re- 
warded, Belides, the Propofing of a Good End, 
and the Proſecuting of ix by due and proper 
Means, there is ſomething yer farther wanting 
to compleat the Wiſdom of 'our Actions, = 
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that is, to-do all inthe Proſpect of an excellent 
Reward. And here, as the End, viz, the Glory 
of God, and the Good of Mankind, is the 
moſt tranſcendently Glorious, and the Means 
proposd in order to accompliſh it, are what do 
moſt become Chriſtians in their ſeveral Stations, 
and according to their ſeveral Abilities; ſo the Re- 
ward that will-Crown all this, is here in my Text 
{poke to be ſuch, as is not in the power of Words 
co expreſs a greater. They that are wiſe ſhall ſhine 
as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and they that turn 
many to Righteouſneſs as the Stars for ever and ever, 
And indeed, as of all other Sinners, thoſe will 
be the moſt exquiſitely puniſhd, who ſhall any 
ways corrupt and deprave. the Principles and 
Manners of Mankind : So of all the Righteous 
Servants of God, thoſe will be exalted to the 
higheſt degrees of Glory, who ſhall be moſt indu- 
ſtrious in the Inſtruction and Converſion of Men: 
T ſay of all other Sinners, thoſe will be the moſt ex- 
quiſitely puniſh d, who ſhall any ways corrupt and 
deprave the Principles and Manners of Mankind. 
Such as do ſow ill Principles, and, do any ways 
diſcourage and diſcountenance Piety and Vertue, 
are ſajd to put a Stumbling-block, and to be an 
Occaſion to fall in their Brother's way, Rom. xiv. 13. 
And wo to.that Man (ſaith our Saviour): by whom 
| the 
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the Offence cometh : For whoſo ſhall offend one of 
the meaneſt of thoſe that believe in him, it were better 
for him that a Milſtone were hanged about his Neck, 
and that he were drowned in- the depth of the Sea, 
Matt. xviti. 6, 7. And a moſt emphatical 
Threatning this is to all thoſe wicked Inſtruments 
of Ununrighteouſneſs abroad in. the World, who 
make it their Buſineſs, and ſeem to be intent 
upon this very thing. It is ſad enough to have 
one ſelf done or ated wickedly :- But whoſo- 
ever ſhall not only break, tho' it be one of the leaſt 
Commandments z but ſhall teach Men ſo, he ſhall be called 
the leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, Marr. v. 19. that 
is, none at all: He ſhall be caſt out of it, and 
puniſh.d as one of thoſe who are the greateſt 
Enemies to it. There is in the Words a vaſt 
deal more. to be underſtood than: is ex- 
preſs d, as: is uſual, both in-the Sacred Writings; 
and in profane Authors; ſo that the Caſe of 
thoſe Men is moſt dreadfully and: deſperately 
bad, who by profane, atheiſtical, and lewd 
Diſcourſe, or whatever other evil Communications 
do- corrupt ;good Principles and Manners. © But 
above all others, - it is a dreadful. thing to con- 
ſider what will be the Doom of thoſe Men, who 
by wicked Books, ſuch as both Atheiſts, Deiſts, 
Soci%ians, and Antinomians do now, to. the Re- 

=: i: | proach. 


[22] 

*proach of our Church and Nation, daily pub- 
liſh amongſt us. It is dreadful, I ſay, to con- 
ſider what will befall ſuch in the End. What 
Evil of this Nature is done only by Diſcourſe, 
is but tranſciently bad, and may ruine the 
Souls only of ſome few of their unfortunate 
Companions. But the wicked Principles which 
are propagated by Books are laſting Miſchiets, 
from whence, as from a Pandora's Box, fly our 
thoſe Plagues and Mortal Diſeaſes that can 
never be recall d, and will fpread Deſtrution 
and Ruine amongſt the Souls of Men to the 
World's End. 

And indeed it is hard to ſay, what Meafures of 
Repentance may be ſufficient for theſe Men. The 
Repentance they muſt come to, or be everlaſtingly 
_ immeaſurably Undone, muſt be ſuch as comes 
not under. the ordinary Dehnitions given that 
great Condition of our Salvation. Ir is not a pri- 
vate Grief and Sorrow, nor barely an Amend- 
ment for the future, will be ſufficient to reconcile 
ſuch ro God. Bur as the Diſhonours done to the 
Great Creator, by their means, are never likely 
to end, but with the World ; ſo the Repara- 
tions to be made for theſe kind: of Aﬀronrs and 
Injuries to Chriſt's Kingdom muſt be by a 
Recantation as publick and laſting as the Na- 
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turo. of the Offence is. And the exating of ' 
ſuch a Repentance as this, I muſt needs recom- 
mend to you, my Brethren, who are entring to 
day into the Miniſtry, when-ever you are called 
to the Sick Bed of any notorious Atheiſt or 
Deiſt whatſoever. And this was the Reſolution 
of a very eminent Biſhop of our Church, in- the 
Caſe of one of a conſiderable figure amongſt them, 
after he had written his Book de Peritate. You are 
the Stewards of. the Myſteries of God, ſo that you 
cannot, with Fidelity to your Great Maſter, diſpence 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation to thoſe, who 
have erected laſting Batteries againſt his King- 
dom, till they themſelves, by a like publick 
Recantation, ſhall have pull'd them down with 
their- own hands. So that. you ſee the very 
Repentance of thoſe, who ſhall Tim many to 
Unrighteouſneſs, is a hard and fearful Diſcipline. 
And what then2 How much beyond the com-- 
mon Meaſures will the Puniſhment of thoſe - 
amongſt them be, who ſhall remain Impeni- 
tent? And indeed it is but reaſonable to be-- 
lieve, that the Caſe will be vaſtly differenc 
berwixt thoſe who have only in their owis Perfons 
tranſgreſt the Laws of God, and ſuch who make 
a Party, and fight the Devil's Bartels againſt | 
Him. Theſe Men muſt be fuppoſcd co be fult 
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at perfe& Tnmity with Him, and their whole 
Nature muſt be 'envenom'd againſt Him ; and 
therefore it cannot be expe&ted but that the 
Fury of bis Wrath, and the very Dregs of his An- 
»er will be poured out againft ſuch. 

And now, if of all other Sinners thoſe will 
be the moſt exquiſitely puniſh'd, who ſhall any 
ways corrupt and deprave the Principles and 
Manners of Mankind; then, by parity of Reaſon, 
of all the Righteous Servants of God, thoſe will be 
exalted to the higheſt degrees of Glory, who ſhall be 
moſt induſtrious im the Inſtruftion and Converſion of 
Men ; or ſhall lay the Foundation of Chriſtian Knows 
ledge, or Contribute toward the Promoting of it. 
For this we need no other Teſtimony than that 
remarkable place of /St. Fames v. 20. Know, that 
be which 'converteth' a Sinner from the Error of his 
Ways, ſhall fave a Soul from Death, and ſhall cover 
a Multitude of Sins. Theſe Words ſpeak ſuch 
a Regard to the Charitable Endeavours of thoſe 
awho do any ways. promote, or do Labour in 
the Inſtruction and Converſion of Sinners, that 
through the Merits and Satisfa&tion of Chriſt, 
(by which only it is that God becomes pro- 

1t10U3 to our beſt Performances) this kind of 
Chartty will be had in no mean Conſideration 
when God. -ſhall take Cognizance of our 'Sins 
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and Failures, And if the Converting of one 
Sinner ſhall be ſo conſider d, what Glories 
will await thoſe who Turn many to Righteouſneſs ? 
I cannot poſſibly expreſs them in any higher 
Words than choſe of my Text, in which alone 
there is a force and luſtre, like to the Rewards 
themſelves which they beſpeak. 

And proportionably as the Aſſiſtances given 
to Thrn many to Righteouſneſs ſhall be moſt extenſive 
and laſting; in the ſamie meaſure we muſt 
ſuppoſe the degrees of Glory will be alotted 
ro ſuch Piety. And therefore, ſince, next to 
what the Apoſtles. did by their perſonal Labours, 
and inſpird Writings, to Convert Mankind 
to God, ſcarcely any thing can be thought of 
a more dire&t and immediate Tendency to the 
ſame Glorious and Bleſſed End, than to lay 
up thoſe Magazines 'of Chriſtian Knowledge 
on the Confines of Satan's Kingdom, out of 
which the Miniſters of God's Word may be 
conſtantly ſupp yd, both with the Food of 
Souls, and with that Spiritual Armour where- 
with they may carry on the War with Succeſs, 
ſo as at length to drive that Arch-Rebel our 
of thoſe vaſt Territories he now poſleſles: Ir will 
therefore follow, that thoſe pious 'Perſons will 
moſt effe&ually conſule rheir furure- Happineſs, 
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and' provide beft for an Exalted Glory, 
who fall expend molt in fxing Libraries of 
necellary and uſeful Books in Divinity, in or- 
der to the Inſtruction both of Minifter and 
People. Such indeed cannot be faid, by fo 
doing, to hazard their Perſons in the Con- 
verting of Mankind, and ſo may not be en- 
titled thereby to the Reward of Martyrs and 
Confeſſors. But however, they may be much 
more inſtrumental in Turninz many ' to Righ- 
zeouſneſs, even than thoſe who actually labour 
in the Work it ſelf; becauſe that, in effect, it 
will be they who ſhall Preach, Catechize, and 
Ii/tru&- thole Parts of the World, as well in 
furure, as in the preſent Age. Ir is they will 
be the Fountain, we ſhall be only the Conguit- 
Pipes through which the Waters of Life -will 
be convey'd to 'the People : And therefore, 
except we ſhall beſtir our ſelves very much, 
they will far out-ſtrip us in the Perſuit of 
Ecernal Glory. 

In ſhort, Thoſe who ſhall make ſuch a 
laſting Proviſion +for the Inſtruction. and'- Con- 
verſion. of any conſiderable parc of Mankind, 
may, in fo doing, be very well look'd upon 
as a fort of Apoſtles to thoſe Parts of the 
World. And if ſo, we may conclude a 

great 
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great deal concerning the Degrees of Glory 
wherewith - ſuch ſhall be recompenc'd, from 
thar Promife of our Saviour to his Apoſtles, 
Matt. xix. 28. Perily, T ſay tmto you, When 
the Son of Man ſhall fit on the Throne of bis 
Glory, ye alſo ſhall fit upon Twelve Thrones, judg- 
ing the Twelve Tribes of Iſrael : For tho' we are 
not to conclude from theſe Words, that an 
| beſides the Twelve ſhall be exalted to the 
higheſt Degrees of | Happineſs, yet from hence 
we may clearly gather, that J_— 
as Perſons ſhall approach neareſt to the Apo- 
{tles in Evangelizing Mankind, they fhall be 
placed. nearer and nearer to them npon the 
leveral Aſcents, to- the higheſt Stations in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

Nor thar I would leflen the Hopes of 
Glory to you, my Byethren, who: ſhall labour 
m this Great and Glorious Work, of Gaining 
Souls to God. No, but rather grve me leave, with 
the great Apoſtle to the Gentiles, Rom: xi. 1 3. 
to magnifie' to you your Offee, who: are entring to 
day upon the Sacred Miniſtry, and' ſome 'of 
you in order to a Bleſſed Miſfon. And you 
have this- Advantage of all other ' Profeſſions 
of. Men, that whereas others, by- a die diſcharge 
of 'the Duties of cheir proper Calling, carr orfly 
| E 
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become Righteous themſelves, you, in the due 
Exerciſe of your Miniſtry, ' will Turn many to 
Righteouſneſs: So. that whilſt other Chriſtians 
can expect only the common Rewards for 
well-doing, you may promiſe your {elyes, 
upon the Performance even of the ordinary 
Duties of your Fun&tion, to be extraordinarily 
recompencd. And the Reaſon is this, becauſe 
the Good that you will do is doubly and trebly 
beneficial ; for you will not only conſult there- 
by your own Happineſs, but will render your 
ſelves Benefa&tors to Mankind, and what is 
above all, will enlarge the Bounds of Chriſt's 
Kingdom. | 

I fay you will render your ſelves Benefa- 
tors to Mankind. For why? the Religion 
you are to propagate and promote, is of ſuch 
a Nature and 'Tendency, that were it heartily 
embrac'd, the moſt Wild and.. Savage of Men 
would become Innocent, Kind, and Sociable 
to one another; they would not hurt nor de- 
ſkroy. in all the Holy Mountain. And jt is 
Prophecy d, that this will be the Fruits of 
Chriſtianity, when the Earth ſhall be full of the 
Knowledge of the Lord, Iſai. xi. 9. And you 
will allo, by . a, diligent Application to the 
Ducies. of your proper Calling, pull, down the 
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Kingdom of Satan, and enlarge the Bounds of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, or at leaſt-wiſe encreaſfe the 
Number of his faichtul Subjects. 

This will indeed engage you in great Con- 
flicts with - the Powers of Darkneſs; and the 
Difficulties and Oppoſitions they and their 
Agents, the wicked Men of the World, ſhall 
give you, will call forth all your Courage and 
Prudence to reliſt. But the greater are the 
Dangers and Difhculties, the more noble is the 
Vertue; and the greater the Vertue, the more 

orious will be the Reward. 

And therefore I cannot forbear to bleſs that 
Providence which calls both you and me into 
the Service of thoſe darker parts of the Church, 
where we ſhall have occaſion to do more Good 
than here we could be able, ro conteſt with 
oreater Difhculties, and thereby to entitle our 
ſelves to- the chiefeft—Reewards. --For as bad: as 
it is to be Ambitious after Earthly Honours, ir 
is nobly Vercuous, and Chriſtian-like, an Emu- 
lation to excell in the Favour of God, and in 
thoſe Stations of Glory which he will beſtow 
upon ſuch as ſhall exert themſelves, in his Ser- 
vice. And to be Inſtrumental in bringing Light 
to them that ſit in Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of 
Death, whether we conſider the Service, or the 
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Recompence, has enough in it - to fatisfie the 
moſt pious Ambion. 


To conclude therefore in the Words of Sr. 
Paul, 1 Tim. vi. 12. Fight the good Fight þ 
Faith, that is, maintain and propagate the Got- 
pel againſt all Oppoſition, and live according 
ro it; lay bold on Eternal Life, nay, ſtrive to 
excell in thoſe Achievements *that ſhall entitle 
you to the chiefeſt Glories of it; for this is 
that whereunto you are called, and are now to pro- 
feſs this good Profegion at an Holy Ordination 
' before many Witneſſes. 


F--iF;, N- 'j4 - v. 
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A 
Circular Letter 


Clergy of MARY-LAND. 


Reverend Brethren, 


N Sincerity I ſpeak it, It has been long my 
earneſt deſire to come among you, and 
it is not without very much trouble that T have not 
Jet been able to do it. But as my ſtay has been ſolely 
in order more EffeFtually to ſerve you, ſo it will be Tms 
puted by none who know What T am doing, as aneglef 
of your Affairs, that 1am not yet with you. I am now 
diſpoſmg of every thing for my Voyage, which I deſign 
to take m Auguſt next, and bope by the Permiſſion of 
God, to be ſo early with you in Autumn, that I may be 
able to viſit Parochially the greateſt part of the Province 
before Winter. 


I need not ſo much as Intimate to you what Account 
from your reſpeAive (ſharges will be moſt aeceptable to 


c me, 


() 

me, for to my great Comfort many of you I know, and 
T have no doubt of any, but that of your ſelves you are 
mindful of every. thing that belongs to your Duty. T 
do therefore bope to our mutual Satisf iti, I ſhall find: 
the Churches all Built,and in- 3s decent Order, as can be 
expeFted in ſo ſhort a time from their Foundation. 1 pro- 
miſe my ſelf to ſee your Congregations welt frequented, 
God's Service duly perform'd, and. your Flock. full of 
Reſpes towards . you, . and both you, and them in a 
good Underſtanding. with one: another ;- the: Youth con- 
ſtantly attending at your Catechiſmg, and your ſelves ne- 
ver failing in that ſo principle a part of your Duty, as 
alſo in the frequent Adminiſtration of| the Lord's Supper, 
And 1 doubt not but from thoſe worthy Perſons under 
your reſpeive Cures, who have a juſt reliſh for the things 
of God, I ſhall receive a comfortable Account of your. 
Vigilance over them, in viſuing the Sick, in reclaiming 
the Vitious, inſtrufing the Ignorant, and in reducing 
the Erroneous; eſpecially the Papiſts and Quakers 
which 1 underſtand-are Numerous amongſt you. 


I do not expef#, my Dear Brethren, that ſucceſs. 
ſhoald flow in upon you, more than it bas upon my own 
weak, but ſincere and hearty Endeavours:: I am. not ſo 
wnacquainted with the Malignity of the World, and the 
Oppoſition from the Kingdom of Darkneſs, as to expe 
at preſent that all we can deſire ſhould go on ſmoothly,and. 


doe 
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according to onr beſt Wiſhes. That is aſtate of things which 
God has not yet ſeen fit to Indulge to bis (hurch, which: 
has been ſcarcely known in any Age hithberto,to be otherwiſe 

than Militant. But this we may- promiſe our ſelves from: 
God s Aſſiſtance, that it is very rare but proportionably to- 
our Labour, be does bleſs us with ſome ſucceſs upon ho-- 
neſt Minds, and'what is wanting, in.that will be mats- 
ter of Humiliation to our ſelves, and of. Reſignation: 
to the- Holy Will and Pleaſure. of God. 


One Advantage indeed may have poſſibly been wants 
ing, which we may both of us enjoy when 1 come amongſt 
You, and that is the benefit of Mutual Council and Ads 
vice, which you could not hitherto be ſo happy in, your In- 
fant (Church not being yet diſposd of into ſuch Diſtrifts 
as are Neceſſary, where any Diſcipline or Order- are to 
be maintaind. To contrive this therefore ſhall be one 
of. my firſt (ares, when I come into the Provmce, that: 
we may frequently meet to conſult together on . the beſt. 
Methods to promote Publick Good. 


And ſince that as well the Succeſs of our Publick- 
Undertakings, as -0ur own Perſonal Comfort, will very 
much depend upon the good Aﬀetion of thoſe committed 
to our (harge, as I do earneſtly recommend it to you to 
approve your ſelves to all, both by a zealous Concern for 
their trueſt Good, and by a Prudent and Blameleſs Con- 

verſation: 
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Verſation among them; ſo let me defire you to aſſeſs 
them with this Opinion of my ſelf, That i+ is not 
Theirs, but Them, that I come Jo far to gain, be- 
ing both to them, and you. 


Reverend Brethren, 


F earneſtly defire to Tour Aﬀettionate 
be remember'd in Friend and Servant, 
your Prayers. 

Thomas Brap. 


London, Fune the 10+ 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


' A Short Diſcourſe upon the Dodtrine of our Baptiſmal 
Covenant, being an Expoſition upon the Preliminary 
Queſtions and Anſwers of our Church Catechiſm, proper 
to be read by all young Perſons, in Order to their Under- 
ſtanding the whole Frame and Tenor of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and to their being duly prepared for Confirmation. 
ith Devotions Preparatory to that Apoſtolick and Uſeful 
Ordinance. To which is added, An Appendix, being a 
Method of Family Religion. By 7ho. Bray, D. D. 
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